August 2007 Climate Narrative
For Southwest Lower Michigan

By Janis (John) Laurens

Overview

August weather in southwest Michigan was highlighted by a
prolonged period of occasional rain from thd 1¥rough the21®,
which brought an end to drought adiions that were being
experenced across much of the arBlaimerous severe weather
events occurred from the ®2hrough the24™, including the first
EF 3 intensity tornado to strike Michigan (Eaton county on the
24™ in over ten years

Temperatu re | Precipitation Snowfall

(degrees F) (inches) (inches)

Grand | Reported 73.3 6.10 0.0
Rapids

Normal 69.4 3.78 0.0

Departure 3.9 2.32 0.0

Lansing | Reported 71.4 6.42 0.0

Normal 68.4 3.46 0.0

Departure 3.0 2.96 0.0

Muskegon | Reported 70.4 4.94 0.0

Normal 68.5 3.77 0.0

Departure 1.9 1.17 0.0




T emperatures

Temperatures generally averaged around five to ten degrees

above normal during  the first two weeks of August. A brief
period of cool weather developed from the 17 th through th e 21st
followed by a return to temperatures averaging about five to

ten degrees above normal throu  gh the remainder of the

month.

Pre cipitation

Rainfall averaged above normal across much of central and

sout hern lower Michigan in August. A new daily rainfa Il record

of 2.34 inches was set in Grand Rapids on the 20 hé breaking
the previous reco rd of 2.21 inches set in 1958. A new daily

rainfall record of 2.53 inches was set in Lansing on the 20 the

breaking the previous record of 1.26 inches set in 1994.



Severe Weather Events for Auqust 2007

There were numerous severe weather events occurring
primarily from August 22  d through the 24 ™ highlighted by
the first EF 3 intensity tornado to strike Michigan (in Eaton
county on the 24 ) in over ten years.

The first major severe thunderstorm event during this period
occurred on August 22 " when a round of severe
thunderstorms produced numerous reports of wind damage

just north  of the | -96 corridor from Muskegon to Alma. There
were reports of numerous power lines and downed trees and
limbs.
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